Discussion Board 3
 Your Third Discussion Board Prompt:
This Prompt has four parts:
1) Imagine you are an American patriot.  In the tradition of Thomas Paine's Common Sense, argue why it has become necessary to part from the mother country of England.
2) Imagine you are a land owner in colonial America who is loyal to England.  Offer reasons why you believe the patriot cause is treasonous.
3) Imagine you are an African American slave who has decided to answer the call of Lord Dunmore.  Why have you decided to take up arms against the American patriots?
4)  In your opinion, was the American patriot cause truly “revolutionary”?  Why or why not?
 How to Write Your Responses: 
To earn the highest score possible for assignment you will need to write at least one paragraph (with proper references citations) to each of the respective questions.  You will need to research and be familiar with the revolutionary republicanism of Thomas Paine and write, in the tradition of Paine, a passionate call to arms on behalf of the patriot cause.  Next, again, based on the primary and secondary evidence, you will, posing as a colonial loyalist, argue why it is vital that the colonies remain loyal to England.  After that, you will write out a call to arms by an African American slave who has decided to respond to Lord Dunmore’s Proclamation.  Finally, you will discuss your own views about the American Revolution and whether or not you believe it to have been an authentic revolution (look up the definition of “revolution”)  
[bookmark: _GoBack]Use examples from the text and course website to support your analysis. You must cite these sources in your essay. For example, "This was my situation . . .  (Nash, p. 16)."  Please only place your references at the end of a sentence if you are citing a direct quotation.  Otherwise, please place your references at the end of the respective paragraphs, for example, (Nash, 120); (Zinn, ch4, par 7); (BOA, 4 mins); (Crash Course, 2 mins), etc.
Brief quotes from the text are acceptable, but extensive quoting will result in a failing grade for the assignment. 
Use proper spelling, punctuation, and grammar.
How to Write Discussion Board Responses, Generally: 
The trick to getting the highest value on your discussion responses is in the preparation. Use the question as a map: What terms need to be defined? What are your "tasks" in answering the question?  Are there multiple parts to the question? Is there a "Yes/No" question? What are the "action" verbs -- do you have to "explain" or "describe" or "compare"? 
Before you begin writing, make an outline of your answer--that is, a list of the information you think your response should include. 
Generally speaking, the best essays start by defining terms (e.g., WHO are these people? WHY are they doing this?  HOW are their values different from your own?) 
Make explicit statements in answer to the questions. For example, keep going back to the question to phrase your answer: "The foreigners did the following to us upon arrival: ____, _____, ____ etc... " and "The costs to us were ____, and ____, and ____" etc. 
I Repeat: Refer only to your textbooks and assigned links on the discussion board to prepare your responses. Cite appropriate links and/or page numbers to support your answer. 
Write your essay on a word processor and then "cut and paste" it into the dialog box. Please DO NOT send attachments--many of your classmates will have trouble opening them.
For practical purposes, the length of your respective responses should be at least three full paragraphs.  This is going to come out to about 1.5-2 pages of text. 
Instructions for submitting your responses to Discussion Board questions:
Please post your responses within the Canvas platform.  Do not email me your responses.
On the Course Menu on the left, click on the link "Discussion Board" and find the board labeled "Discussion Board 1 – Conquest and Slavery." You can also access the Discussion Board via the Assignments link. 
Click on the link "DB1 – Conquest and Slavery." When it opens, you will see any messages that may have been posted by your classmates. To read other student responses, click on the respective links.  Note: You will only be able to see other student response after you have posted your own, initial response.
Select "Reply." A dialog box will open. PLEASE PUT "YOUR LAST NAME -DB1" at the top of the page.  Next, please copy and paste your responses into the dialog box.  Do not compose your responses, in real time, within the dialog box as you may get “timed out” and lose your responses.
Please DO NOT send attachments to your classmates as I and many of you classmates may have trouble opening them. Compose your work on a word-processor then "cut and paste" it into the dialog box. 
When you are done, click "Post Reply" to send your responses to the DB1 Discussion Board. 
Your responses must be posted Discussion Board by the specified deadline indicated on the discussion board.  Late postings will not earn as many points as they otherwise may have. 
How I Grade Your Essay: 
I grade the discussions as based both on the grading rubric attached to the respective discussion boards and the following criteria:
· Are the respective responses at least three full paragraphs in length?
· Do the respective responses include references to the source material as called for in the instructions?
· Are all submissions posted in a timely manner as specified in the instructions?
· Does the student respond substantively to at least four classmates over at least two separate days as called for in the instructions?
· Do student responses to classmates include references to the source material?
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